
Benjamin Broadcast 

Dear Benjamin Families, 

I would like to thank all of 
you  for the wonderful school 
year.  We appreciate all of our 
families so much!  Our stu-
dents, families, and staff have 
worked hard, and our stu-
dents have grown a great deal 
over the course of the year.  
We look forward to enjoying 
these final weeks with them!   

I want to recognize our 5th 
graders and those families 
who will be leaving Benjamin 
this year.  We have enjoyed 

having  you be a part of our 
school, and we will miss you.  
Best of luck as you enter a new 
phase in your lives! 

Remember that both public li-
braries in town have great sum-
mer reading programs.  We 
hope your children will be in-
volved in one of these programs 
and will enjoy some excellent 
books over the summer. 

Thank you to all who have vol-
unteered throughout the school 
year ~ we couldn’t do it without 
you!! 

Enjoy your time together as a 
family this summer! 

Please contact our office at 

(309)557-4410 if you have any 

questions. 

Sincerely, 

Marlys Bennington 

benninmm@myunit5.org 

Principal 
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Inside this issue: 

Last Day of 

School Schedule 

The last day of school 

will be Thursday, May 

25th.  School hours will 

be 7:45-10:45 am.  

Breakfast will be 

served, but there will be 

no band and orchestra.   

 
Wednesdays are 

designated as Spirit 

Wear Days.  Students & 

staff may wear 

Benjamin Bear clothing 

or orange & black. 

Attention 5th Grade Parents & Students:   

On the morning of May 1st, our 5th grade students will visit Evans.  They will meet with 

the Evans guidance counselors that morning to hear a little bit more about next year.  

These experiences help prepare our 5th graders for starting junior high in August. 

Go Eagles!! 

5th Grade Recognition 

5th grade parents, we hope you will be able to join us on 

Thursday, May 18th for our 5th Grade Recognition, which takes place 

in the gym.  If you have a child in band or orchestra, you will want to 

arrive at 12:45 pm to see their video performance.  The rest of the 

program begins at 1:00 pm.   This event showcases our 5th graders 

and their experiences this year, as well as touching on some moments 

from the past six years.  

Lunch Time Changes for May 18th & 19 

Due to the special events planned for May 18th & 19th, we will be starting 

each lunch 20 minutes earlier than usual.  Please keep this in mind when 

scheduling activities or appointments. Kindergarten & 4th will start at 

10:50, 1st & 3rd will start at 11:20, and 2nd & 5th will start at 11:50.   



Congratulations to the follow-

ing students who were our 

April GROWL winners:  

Sean Garcia (PE Myers), 

Reith Kohli (PE Myers), Reg-

gie Luckett (KF), Crew Mi-

chels (KF), Izzy Voegele (KF), 

Fernanda Hernandez (KH), 

Ayman Mohammad (KH), 

Alexis Eckhardt (KL), Sophia 

Yessaian (KL), Gavin Mathey 

(1A), Sophia Willis (1A), Sad-

hana Kugan (1G), Hassan 

Zahran (1G), Braden Benson 

(1H), Sahiti Viswanadha (1H), 

Claire Groonwald (1S), Ana 

Honzel (1S), Esha Dashora 

(2K), Ashlyn Miller (2K), Joe 

Honzel (3C), Manha Moham-

mad (3C), Punya Suresh 

(3D), Alana Whitfield (3D), 

 

April GROWL Winners 

 

Dine to Donate 

Wow, what a fantastic year it has been with the continued support of our students, families, and school.  We 

have had a very successful year with our Dine to Donates, thank you!  Three more dates to mark on your 

calendar: 

Tuesday May 9, 5:00-8:30pm, Blaze Pizza.  Flyers were sent home with the students. Please present flyer, paper 

or electronic, to the cashier. 

Tuesday May 16, 6:00-9:00pm, Happy Hour Indian Restaurant, 716 S Eldorado Road, Bloomington.  Please 

present flyer to cashier for 25% proceeds.   

Wednesday, June 15th, 5:00-8:00pm, Noodles on Veterans Parkway.  Please present flyer, paper or electronic. 

Page 2  Be n ja m in  Bro a dca s t  V o lu me  7 ,  I s s u e  8  

Benjamin Families, 

This school year has passed so quickly, and we are sad to think about summer coming, because that 
means that some of our Bears will be moving on to the junior high.  Ms. Myers and I are so fortunate 
to be at Benjamin. We love watching and assisting your children as they grow academically, socially, 
and physically.  We will be finishing these last few weeks by participating in some Project Fit activi-
ties, as well as some striking and catching activities. We also hope to have some nice weather for run-
ning and tagging activities.  Enjoy your spring weather and outside activities.  We also hope you have 
an eventful summer as you spend time with your families.  

Respectfully, 

Todd Delveaux & Jo Myers 

PE Shorts 

Bailey McGuffin (4G), Liana Zah-

ran (4G), Siddhu Bhumpelli (5G), 

Kayleigh Custer (5G), Saatvik 

Maddineni (5J), Gabe Marquez 

(5J), Maya Corwin-Shah (5L), 

Sophia Stevens (5L), Siddesh  

Checkuri (5S), and Raheel Yousuf 

(5S). 

These students will celebrate by 

enjoying a pizza party with Mrs. 

Bennington on Tuesday, May 

9th! 

How does a Benjamin Bear re-

ceive a GROWL?  GROWLS are 

earned by going above and be-

yond our expectations in the are-

as of respect, responsibility, or 

safety.  These are important be-

haviors that will allow them to 

become successful adults.   

Each month, two students from 

each class will be drawn from all of 

the GROWL winners from that 

month.  These students will be re-

warded with a pizza luncheon with 

the principal.  They also receive a 

special GROWL medal.  We hope to 

recognize quality character in many 

of our students throughout the 

year.   



Library News & Notes 

Vocal Music & Chorus 

Our students will be checking out library books for the last time this 
school year the first week of May. The following week, May 8-12, all 
books will need to be returned to school so that we can begin to invento-
ry our library. If students have overdue library books, please spend some 
time searching for them. Just this year, students have found library books 
at home under the couch cushions, under beds, on book shelves, and in 
cars. Thank you for your support with getting all books returned! 

As we wrap up check out, we are preparing to fill your book shelves at 
home with great titles for summer reading! We will be hosting a book 
fair, sponsored by our area team, May 8-12! We are bringing back "Bagels 
and Books" for some morning shopping time. The proceeds from this fair 
will help to support our Benjamin Scholarship Fund and our newly 
planned Makerspace. Our Makerspace, will be available to all students to 
give them an opportunity to explore their own interests; learn to use tools 
and materials, both physical and virtual; and develop creative projects.  

We look forward to seeing you at the book fair! If you have any questions, 
please email Mrs. Mroz. mrozjm@myunit5.org. 

come to attend.   This is al-

ways a fun, memory-filled 

event! 

If you have been selected for 

the show, keep practicing to 

make sure you are prepared to 

do your best. 

We look forward to seeing all 

6:00 pm - 2nd grade 

7:00 pm- Chorus 

3rd-5th Grade Chorus is 
held on Wednesdays from 
2:30-3:30 pm.   

Music Blogs! 

Be sure to check out 
what's happening in your 

Here are the dates for our 

final music concerts this 

year.  All Benjamin music 

concerts are held at Nor-

mal Community High 

School at 3900 East Raab 

Rd. in Normal. 

May 11 

5:00 pm - Kindergarten 

Lost & Found 

All items not 

claimed by 

3:00 pm on 

June 1st will 

be donated 

to the 

Mission 

Mart.  

Page 3  Be n ja m in  Bro a dca s t  V o lu me  7 ,  I s s u e  8  

 

The 2017 Benjamin Talent 

Show, sponsored by Student 

Council, will be held on Friday, 

May 19th.  There will be two 

shows - 8:30 am & 12:45 

pm.  Kindergarten, 2nd, and 

4th grades will be held in the 

morning and 1st, 3rd, and 

5th grades will be held in the 

afternoon.  Parents are wel-

Benjamin Talent Show 

the talented students shine at 

Benjamin Elemen-

tary School!  

child's music class by go-
ing to the new music blog 
on Mrs. Romero's web-
site! Go to the Benjamin 
website, click on Teacher 
Websites, click on Music - 
Mrs. Romero and click on 
the blog link on the left.  

 



Unit 5 will implement 12 Late Start Wednesdays this year, which will have all 

students arriving one hour later than regular school start times.  Elementary 

schools will start at 8:45 A.M. on these days.  Transportation pick up times 

will run one hour later on these days than on regular days. 

 

The purpose of Late Starts is to allow Unit 5 staff members to meet for 90 

minutes of job embedded professional development and collaboration, which 

will improve classroom instruction, enhancing the learning opportunity for 

students, despite the state’s financial crisis. Research supports ongoing, sus-

tained, results oriented collaboration. 

This common meeting time will allow teachers to: continue training in literacy 

practices and assessments, develop student achievement goals driven by 

data, collaborate in the development of instructional strategies, develop com-

mon course assessments, analyze assessment data to guide instruction, 

collaborate on differentiating instruction for students, and enhance classroom 

technology integration through training. 

Upcoming Late Starts: May 10th                    

 
Benjamin Elementary School 
6006 Ireland Grove Rd. 
Bloomington, IL 61705 
 

http://www.unit5.org/

Domain/9 

May 1  5th Grade Visit to Evans Junior High School 

May 3rd 9:30-2:00 5th Grade to Pontiac Landfill and Bloomington Water Reclamation 

May 4th 2:30-3:15 pm - Student Council Meeting 

  2:30-3:30 pm - Chorus 

May 5th 9:30-1:30 - Kindergarten to Miller Park Zoo 

  4:30-5:30 pm - Robotics Club Competition 

May 8th-12th  Staff Appreciation Week 

May 8th 8:30-10:30 am - K-2nd Aware Fair Stations 

  6:30 pm - PTO Meeting in the IMC 

May 9th 8:30-10:30 am—3rd-5th Aware Fair Stations 

May 10th  8:45 am - Late Start 

  2:30-3:30 pm - Chorus 

May 11th 5:00 pm - Kindergarten Music Concert at NCHS 

  6:00 pm - 2nd Grade Concert at NCHS 

  7:00 pm - Chorus Concert at NCHS 

May 12th 4:30-5:30 pm - Robotics Club Final Meeting 

May 17th 8:00 am - Patrol & Red Zone Celebration Breakfast 

May 18th 12:45 pm - 5th Grade Recognition 

May 19th 8:30 am & 12:45 pm - Talent Show 

May 25th 7:45-10:45 am - Last Day of School 

Benjamin Calendar 

Phone: 309-557-4410 
Fax: 309-557-4511 

Benjamin Mission Statement 
The Benjamin Bear community will educate and 
empower all students to be proactive leaders. 

McLean County Unit 
District 5 

Late Starts During the 2016-2017 School 



   

 

The State of Illinois requires all Kindergarten, 2nd and 6th graders have a dental exam completed and on file at the school PRI-
OR to MAY 15 of the current school year.  Most dentists’ offices have the correct form for completion, but you can also find 
them on the Unit 5 website under the Student/Parents tab/School Health/All Forms; http://www.unit5.org/Page/252 

Please contact your student’s dentist to make an appointment to complete this requirement prior to the May 15th deadline.  
The State of Illinois also requires students entering Kindergarten, 6th and 9th grades to have a complete physical exam.  Unit 5 
has a first day exclusionary policy, which means the exam and all required immunizations must be done and on file BEFORE 
the first day of school for the 2017-2018 school year.  Current 5th graders may complete this requirement NOW, and it will meet 
the requirement for next fall. If you choose to avoid the summer rush and have the exam done this year, please feel free to turn 
the completed form in to Benjamin, and I will enter the information into the computer and put the hard copy in the health 
folder.  That will give you one less thing to worry about in the fall.   Again, the forms are on the Unit 5 website as directed 
above.  
Please refer to the Unit 5 handbook for the policy on school absences.  It is very important to follow the recommendations so 
illnesses can be better contained.  
All cough drops containing menthol must be accompanied by a Unit 5 medication form that is completed by a physician and 
parent.  
Thank you for doing all you do to help keep our students healthy! 
**Unit 5 is looking for substitute registered nurses!  Please contact the Unit Office at (309)557-4000, if you are interest-
ed.  Full day substitutes will be paid $136/day.  Medication nurse substitutes are paid $26/hour.  Please consider this oppor-
tunity to fill vacancies for school nurses.  Thank you!** 

Notes from the Nurse ~ Mrs. Murray 

      

 

Student Council 

Student Council will wrap up another year of leadership with a pizza 

party on May 5th.  We had incredible student leaders this year!  Stu-

dent Council is voting on a big purchase for our school.  Thanks to 

everyone who bought Spirit Sticks and Smencils to help us be able to make this dona-

tion.  We also used the money earned for many smaller projects at Benjamin.  This year 

Student Council led four service projects:  United Way Coin Drive, Mitten & Hat Drive, 

Christmas gifts for a family in need, and the Carnival Coin Battle.  Our student leaders al-

so served the school by organizing the Lost and Found each month.  A big “thank you” 

goes out to our officers: President: Grace Mavec, Vice-President: Nikitha Philip, and Re-

corder: Andrew Guidry.   

End of Year Information 

 If your child(ren) will not be returning to Benjamin in the fall, please contact our office  
at (309)557-4410 as soon as possible.  Thank you! 

 Our office will close on Monday, June 5th at 11:30am.  We will return to the office on 
Monday, Jul 31st.  If you have questions during that time, please email Mrs. Benning-
ton at benninmm@myunit5.org. 

 Online registration will begin on July 1st.  If you do not have your login information, 
please contact our office by June 1st. 

 If you plan to volunteer again next year,  please contact our office in August to obtain 
access to the volunteer renewal form.   

http://www.unit5.org/Page/252

